Assembly Mennonite Church
A service of thanksgiving and blessings for the coming year
August 6, 2023

Gathering
VT 43 God, Be the Love
Call to worship

L: In the midst of coming and going from many places
P: We gather here in this place
L: Joining the praise of the summer’s greening
P: We gather here in this place
L: Joining our stories with your Story
P: We gather here in this place
L: Open our voices to sing your praise
and open our hearts to our neighbors
P: AMEN

Welcome & Birthday Recognition
VT 539 God Speaks to Us in Bird and Song
Peace Lamp

Leader: Beloved, let us love one another

People: For God is love and love casts out fear

Confessing and Receiving Forgiveness

P: Trinity of Love, You are a community of love and you have made us in
your image. You have commanded us to love you and our neighbors as
ourselves. We confess we are often too busy, too suspicious, too annoyed,
too depleted. We lay down these burdens. And we ask that you bless us and
make us a blessing, however large or small.

Words of Assurance adapted from John O’Donohue

Offering and Receiving Blessings

Numbers 6:24-26, Ephesians 3:17-19

VT 535 Today We Sing with Thankfulness

Blessing new MYFers

VT 832 The Lord Lift You Up

Blessing for new and ongoing roles

Offering - VT 396 May You Be Rooted and Grounded

Children’s time- Abram & Sarai blessed story
To the tune from VT 550 (God Who Touches Earth)
Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ above me too
Christ below me, Christ beside me, Christ within me true

Parent-Child Dedication

Nora Joy Miller-Good - Parents, Nick and Michelle Miller-Good

Finley James and Auden Thomas Stump - Parents, Emily and Casey Stump
Maisie Lynn Yost - Parents, Joni and Aaron Yost

All: Auden and Finley and Maisie and Nora, May God bless you and keep
you; May the very face of God shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May God's presence embrace you and give you peace.

VT 510 Today Earth is Singing
“We greet you, dear children”

Responding
Sharing from our lives
Pastoral Prayer

Sending

Introduction of Visitors/Announcements
VT 846 The Lord Bless You and Keep You
Benediction

Worship Leader: Lora Nafziger; Song Leader: Becky Snider; Peace lamp:
Kathy Meyer Reimer; Scripture Readers: Eliza Miller, Jared Martin; Children’s
time: Anna Yoder Schlabach; Blessings: Pastoral Team; Parent-Child
Dedication & Pastoral prayer: Scott Coulter; Tech Hosts: Patrick Coonan,
Merle Baker

HEARING ASSISTANCE

This worship space has two systems to help people with hearing loss participate more fully
in our life together.

1. FM system. Get a receiver and an ear speaker from the sound booth.

2. Hearing Loop accessed by hearing aids with t-coils. Find a seat in the worship space and

turn on the t-coils in your hearing aids. (You do not need a receiver or headphones.) Talk to

someone in the sound booth if you are having issues receiving the signal.
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