
Narrative Lectionary Fall Worship “Origin Stories”

date text Story preacher WL(J) SL(W) CT(J) extras tech PP Second Hour

Sept
10

Genesis
2:4b-25

Garden
of
Eden

AYS Jeannette
Hughes

Bev Lap Lora Hymns old and
new

Sep 17 Genesis
18:1-15;
21:1-7

Isaac
Born to
Sarah

Lora N? Ally Mast Mary L
Yoder

AYS Congregational
meeting

Sept
24

Genesis
32:[9-13]
22-30

Jacob
Wrestle
s God

Cyneatha
Millsaps

Philipp
Gollner

Bill
Mateer

Peace lamp
2% Tolson
Center- Arden
Mentor mentee
recognition

Karl Cyneatha
Millsaps
(Tolson Center)

Octobe
r 1

Exodus 1:8-14
[1:15—2:10];
3:1-15

Moses
and
God’s
Name

Jim
Stump

Jeanne
Liechty

World
Communion/
Fellowship
Meal

Isaiah Pastor led
communion
conversation

Octobe
r 8

Deuteronomy
5:1-21; 6:4-9

Hear O
Israel

Isaiah
Freisen

Mary
Gilbert

(parent
meeting after
church)

Scott Learnings from
A’s sabbatical

Octobe
r 15

Ruth 1:1-17
[4:13-17]

Ruth TBD Hannah
Lehman

Church Retreat Lora No second hour

Over the next year (September through May) we’ll be using the Narrative Lectionary texts each week for our worship. The Narrative
Lectionary follows the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation through the early Christian church.

The texts show the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture. They invite us to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses
and the prophets, Jesus and Paul. Listening to the many different voices within Scripture reminds us that the Bible is not a flat and
one dimensional book and there is not just one dominant voice. The texts for the year are arranged in a narrative sequence to help



us see Scripture as a story that has coherence and dynamic movement. It is a story of God creating, redeeming, restoring. And it is a
story of people who are complicated and wily, faithful and misguided, disobedient, petty and deeply committed.

We are aware that across the congregation there are a wide variety of feelings toward the Bible, running the gamut from antipathy,
apathy, skepticism to vague knowledge, curiosity, openness, and even deep love. One of our goals during this year is to make space
for all these feelings and to hear a variety of voices preaching on these ancient texts which we believe still hold relevance, wisdom
and truth.

In this first series, we’ll hear origin stories: stories that tell the beginnings of creation, the people of Israel, and the early religious
practices of the ancient Israelites. What are our origin stories here at Assembly? How are we being shaped into a people of authentic
and deeply grounded faith? What are the new ideas or ways of being that we are wrestling with?

Goals: Increase biblical literacy, tell the whole Bible story, less frantic worship planning, hear some new texts, try something new

NEXT SERIES

date text Story preache
r

WL SL CT extras tech PP Second
Hour

10/22/23 2 Samuel
5:1-5; 6:1-5;
Psalm 150

David
Anointe
d King

GCS &
BCS fall
break
10/23-10/
27

Age
based
groups.
podcast?
book?

10/29/23 1 Kings
12:1-17,
25-29

Kingdo
m
Divided

Outside
Preache
r

All Saints

11/5/23 1 Kings
18:[17-19]
20-39

Elijah
at
Mount
Carmel

2% Surprise
Luncheon
s



11/12/23 Hosea 11:1-9 Hosea

11/19/23 Isaiah 5:1-7;
11:1-5

Isaiah’s
Vineyar
d Song

Outside
preache
r?

GCS &
BCS
Thanksgiv
ing
11/22-11/2
4

11/26/23 2 Kings
22:1-10
[11-20];
23:1-3

Josiah’
s
Reform

Lora
Nafziger



Narrative Lectionary Fall Worship “Origin Stories”

date text story preacher extras Second Hour

September 10 Genesis 2:4b-25 Garden of Eden Anna Yoder
Schlabach

Hymn Sing

September 17 Genesis 18:1-15;
21:1-7

Isaac Born to
Sarah

Lora Nafziger Congregational meeting

September 24 Genesis 32:[9-13]
22-30

Jacob Wrestles
God

Cyneatha Millsaps Mentor mentee
recognition

Cyneatha Millsaps
(Tolson Center)

October 1 Exodus 1:8-14
[1:15—2:10];
3:1-15

Moses and
God’s Name

Jim Stump World
Communion/
Fellowship Meal

Conversation about
Communion

October 8 Deuteronomy
5:1-21; 6:4-9

Hear O Israel Isaiah Friesen Learnings from Anna’s
sabbatical

October 15 Ruth 1:1-17
[4:13-17]

Ruth TBD Church Retreat No second hour



Fall 2023
Origin Stories

Over the next year (September through May) we’ll be using the Narrative Lectionary texts each week for our
worship. The Narrative Lectionary follows the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation through the early
Christian church. Each series will build on the last as we wind our way through the Biblical stories.

The texts show the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture. They invite us to hear the stories of Abraham
and Sarah, Moses and the prophets, Jesus and Paul. Listening to the many different voices within Scripture
reminds us that the Bible is not a flat and one dimensional book and there is not just one dominant voice. The
texts for the year are arranged in a narrative sequence to help us see Scripture as a story that has coherence
and dynamic movement. It is a story of God creating, redeeming, restoring. And it is a story of people who are
complicated and wily, faithful and misguided, disobedient, petty and deeply committed.

We are aware that across the congregation there are a wide variety of feelings toward the Bible, running the
gamut from antipathy, apathy, skepticism to vague knowledge, curiosity, openness, and even deep love. One of
our goals during this year is to make space for all these feelings and to hear a variety of voices preaching on
these ancient texts which we believe still hold relevance, wisdom and truth.

In this first series, we’ll hear origin stories: stories that tell the beginnings of creation, the people of Israel, and
the early religious practices of the ancient Israelites. What are our origin stories here at Assembly? How are we
being shaped into a people of authentic and deeply grounded faith? What are the new ideas or ways of being
that we are wrestling with?


