Gathering
VT 460 - From North and South, from East and West
Call to Worship
What is it like to begin again?
It is like flowers in the spring that push through the frozen ground.
It is like babies learning to walk, one clumsy step at a time.
It is like Nicodemus in the night, asking Jesus for guidance.
It is like Sunday morning, starting our week anew.
May we find God in our seeking.
May we learn as we go.
May we be brave enough to begin again.
Let us worship the God of new beginnings.
Welcome & Birthday Recognition
VT 465 - Prepare a Room for Me
Peace Lamp
Beloved, let us love one another
For God is love and love casts out fear
Offering — VT 745 God, Whose Giving

Confessing & Reconciling
Prayer of Confession
God of New life, you call us into unknown places,
And we bury our heads in the sand.
You promise all the stars in the sky,
And we doubt it can be true.
You speak of new life in the Spirit,
And we tell ourselves we’ve missed our chance.
Over and over and over again, you invite us closer to you.
Show us the way. Forgive our mistakes. Give us the courage to begin
again with you. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness
VT 673 — Our God in Heaven

Telling God’s Story

Children’s Time (children 3 and under are dismissed for Little Children’s Time in room
2, with childcare afterward. Children 4 and up are invited to the front for Children’s time)
Prayer of lllumination

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

Sermon

Responding & Sharing our Stories
VT 485 Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands
Communion
VT 476 Eat this Bread, VT 467 Taste and See,
VT 482 Let us Break Bread Together
Sharing & Pastoral Prayer
Introducing Visitors

Sending

Announcements (Please get oral announcements to the worship leader in
writing before this time)

VT 478 — | Come with Joy

Benediction

Thanks to: Worship Leader: Anna Yoder Schlabach; Song Leader: Bill
Mateer; Musicians: Mary Gilbert, Karen Graber Roth, Isaya Magatti,
Anne Horst Hanby; Peace Lamp/Scripture Reader: Stephen Lowe;
Children’s time: Jon Zirkle; Sermon: Becky Smuts; Sharing & pastoral
prayer: Scott Coulter; Tech Crew: Jenna Martin and Marshall King;
Visuals: see back; Communion servers: Scott Coulter, Susan Mark
Landis, Anna Yoder Schlabach, Lora Nafziger, Karl Shelly, Eric Yordy, Sara
Morris

Second Hour:
Anabaptist Bible Study: Multipurpose North
Audio Divina: Worship Space
Poetry prompts: Multipurpose Table (self-led)
Coming up in Lent:
Wednesday evening meal and Evensong service 6 p.m.



HEARING ASSISTANCE
This worship space has two systems to help people with hearing loss
participate more fully in our life together.
1. FM system. Get a receiver and an ear speaker from the sound booth.
2. Hearing Loop accessed by hearing aids with t-coils. Find a seat in the

worship space and turn on the t-coils in your hearing aids. (You do not
need a receiver or headphones.) Talk to someone in the sound booth if you
are having issues receiving the signal.

renacimiento
by Carmelle Beaugelin
Inspired by John 3:1-17 Conté crayon, charcoal, acrylic, gold gild on paper

| was raised in a Spanish-speaking Pentecostal church in Miami called
“Renacimiento.” A simple translation of renacimiento to English means “rebirth”
or “renaissance.” For my small Pentecostal church, renacimiento meant far more
than the symbolism of being “born-again” Christians. It was a perpetual reminder
that each time the saints gather to encounter Jesus, the Spirit calls us to
continuous transformation, calling dead things into new life and Holy Spirit-filled
revival.

It is no wonder that Nicodemus seeks Jesus in the cover and darkness of night.

It is in the quiet of night that our deepest fears startle us awake, that our anxieties
of the day keep us from sound rest, and that the fear of the death of our dreams
and bodies looms. As rapper Nas wrote in his debut album, llImatic, “sleep is the
cousin of death.”3

Yet Jesus challenges Nicodemus’ seeking in the night with a call to be born
again, to renacimiento. Not just improvement, but transformation. Not simply
resuscitation of what is and was, but a complete resurrection of what could and
will be.

In this image, a metaphorically disrobed, aging, and vulnerable Nicodemus,
surrounded by the milky gray swirls of water and spirit, wonders: How can this be?
Haven’t | reached past my benchmarks? How is it that you are calling me to begin
again?

We may see ourselves in Nicodemus today, holding the same questions in the
sleeplessness of our darkest nights. Yet, what if we chose to hold fast to the faith
that responds to our seeking? Jesus promises us that the winds and waters of the
Spirit will lead us toward our own new beginning. Each of us will experience
renacimiento if we dare to seek it. —Carmelle Beaugelin

3 Nas. “N.Y. State of Mind.” Track 2 on llimatic. Columbia Records, 1994.

Lent 2023: Seeking

Lent 2: How do we begin again?
March 5, 2023
Assembly Mennonite Church
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The verses of this hymn may be sung in alternation between a solokst and the congregation.

Text:
Music: W. Daman (England), Psalmes of Davd, 1579

Herman G. Stuempile [r. (USAL © 2004 GIA Pablications, Inc.
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Bread (Coman de este pan)
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For communion:

As at communion, shape your hands
into a waiting cradle;

the gift of Christ receive, revere,
united round the table.

Text:  Fred Kaan (England), © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.
Music: lrish traditional, leshi Church Mymnad, ca. 1873; harm, Charles Villiers Stanfoed (England), The Zoglish Mymnal, 1906
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Taste and See

TASTE AND SEE lrregular
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from all my trou-bles I was set free
in  God we need put all our trust
Text:  based on Psalm 34: 114 James £ Moore (USA

Music: fames £, Moare
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G Break Bread Together

BREAK BREAD TOGETHER 10.10 with refrain

F c7 FGm F
A ! : 4
1 1 N 1 1 1 1
TN e {
o 9 2z [ Co—— _m— o z
1 Let us break bread to-geth-er on our knees.
2 Let us drink wine to-geth-er on our knees.
3 Let us praise God to-geth-er on our knees.
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Let us break bread to-geth-er on our knees
Let us drink wine to-geth-er on our knees
Let us praise God to-geth-er on our knees.
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Text:  Alrican Amesican spiritual (LISA)
Music: Alrican American spiritual



Come with Joy

DOVE OF PEACE CM extended
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all are fed, the new com-mu - ni - ty of love in
vi - sion ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
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God  has done, we'll go  with joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ's com-mun - ion bread, in Christ’s com-mun - ion bread.
stran - gers now are friends, and stran - gers now are friends.
live a-mong us here, a-live a-mong us here
love that makes us one, the love that makes wus one.

Text:  Brian Wren (England), 1968, rev. 1993, © 1971, rew. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
Masic: American traditional (USA), Sowthermn Harmaay, 1854



