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WORSHIP 

Join us for Worship in one of three ways this Advent season: 
Saturdays at 5pm in person at Witmer Woods 

Sundays at 10am on Zoom or in person at 727 New York St 
Sundays at 11am on Zoom only 

 

 

 

Dec 19 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: Love 
 

Scripture: Luke 1:39-55 

 

Dec 26 
 

First Sunday after Christmas Day 
 

Lessons and Carols Service (on Zoom) 

Scripture: Gen 9:12-16; Luke 1:26-33; 2:1-7;  

John 1:9-12,14,16-18; Matthew 2:1-15a; 22:34-40;  

Gen 1:1-5 & John 1:1-5 

 
 

THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
Dec 18-19 

 

 

Advent provides an opportunity to slow down, pare back and wait in the darkness for the coming Christ child. This year’s theme is 

“Less is More”. We are trying to get back to the basics. Let’s recapture the beauty of simplicity, darkness, music, and scripture. This 

year we are offering different options for worship. We expect that most people will choose one or two of these ways to enter this 

season, NOT all of them. 
 

 

Saturday evening Advent woods worship: Witmer Woods Pavilion 5 p.m. (4:30 for children’s pre-worship activities). 

This 45-minute outdoor service (rain or shine) is planned with families in mind, but is intended for all ages. Move 

through outdoor stations to hear scripture, sing advent hymns and pray together in God’s glorious creation. End the 

time with hot chocolate around a fire in the pavilion and walk around the woods on your own. Woods worship update: 

Due to booking miscommunication with Goshen College, Dec 11 & Dec 18 please park at the Yoder Culp funeral home 

and meet at the Pavilion in the woods. We will not be using the cabin as another group is there.  
 

Sunday morning Taizé Advent worship: Worship Space, 10 a.m. This contemplative service of scripture, Taizé style 

music, silence, and sharing time will last around 45 minutes. As a way of protecting the most vulnerable among us, we 

are requesting that this service be limited to those who are fully vaccinated (two weeks after their second shot). Masks 

required. Childcare for unvaccinated children will be provided in Classroom 2. The 10 a.m. Taizé service will be streamed 

on Zoom Sundays during Advent. 
 

Sunday morning Adult Ed: 11 a.m. only on Zoom Join with others on Zoom Dec 5, 12, & 19 for “Defund the Police? An 

Abolition Curriculum” from MCUSA, led by Karl Shelly. This curriculum is an initial guide for congregations who are 

desiring to begin or continue their reflection on what it means to engage the forces of state, their commitments to non-

violence and how to act to end policing and police brutality. This week, we will dive deeper into the history of policing, 

and we discuss what we support about the 'Defund the Police' movement and what concerns we have about it. 
 

Advent Spiral: Sunday, December 19 at 5:30pm and 7pm, in the Memorial Garden 
Sign up for the Advent Spiral NOW! The Advent spiral, a contemplative, candlelight labyrinth walk is an Assembly 

tradition. Children ages 3 and up are invited to participate. Older children (especially Junior high age) are encouraged to 

attend at 7pm.  

 

(More Sunday activities on next page!) 

727 New York St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 
https://assemblymennonite.org/ 

office@assemblymennonite.org 

Find COVID-19 Information Here 

https://goo.gl/maps/NSw7G1hfdbjHfBNL9
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://goo.gl/maps/TkYu74uzBGuW6Yff8
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
mailto:loracn@assemblymennonite.org
https://assemblymennonite.org/
mailto:office@assemblymennonite.org
https://www.assemblymennonite.org/covid-19-information/


THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY, cont. 
Dec 19 

 

The JYF will celebrate Christmas this Sunday afternoon (the 19th) at the meetinghouse from 1-3pm. We’ll have some 

classic and tasty Christmas snacks, cookies to decorate, and games to play. Contact Jonathon Schramm if you have any 

questions. 
 

The MYF Holiday Party is Sunday, 12/19, from 7-8:30pm. This event is an MYF favorite, with the annual gingerbread 

house competition, white elephant gift exchange, and of course some festive games and holiday treats! See MYF emails 

for more details to follow. 
 

Congregational Meeting on Zoom at 7:30pm. Join us this Sunday Dec 19 via Zoom for a congregational meeting. We 

hope to test for consensus on both agenda items from our last meeting: the Pastor Hiring Procedures and the job 

descriptions for church administrative staff. In response to feedback at the last congregational meeting, Leadership 

Group has made changes to one section of the proposed Pastor Hiring Procedures, highlighted here. 

(http://www.assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Pastor-Hiring-Procedures-Revised-Draft-Dec-

2021.pdf). You can read the staff job descriptions here, along with this handout outlining reasons for hiring two part-

time vs. one full-time staff. Please read these documents in advance of the meeting, and contact Randy Roth, LG Chair, 

with any questions or concerns. 
 

MORE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
Dec 20-26 

 

“Less is More” SALT weekly at home resources 

We invite you to use these weekly resources to read scripture, participate in simple “less is more” activities and 

devotions. 
 

Take a meal to folks living at Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Network, December 20-24 

Sign up here https://takethemameal.com/ZLDH6898. 
 

Longest Night Service: Tuesday, December 21, 7 pm, in the Worship Space 

In the midst of this season of expectation and joy, we pause on the Longest Night of the year to also acknowledge our 

sorrows and longings. The 45-minute service is geared for quiet reflection and will include singing, scripture, words of 

lament and assurance, and candle-lighting. 
 

Christmas Eve evening Service, December 24, 6 p.m.  

Join us for an interactive Christmas Eve play at 6pm on Dec 24. We'll begin in the multipurpose space and journey 

outdoors and indoors to Bethlehem. As a part of the play, you'll receive a small cup of soup, but there is no bread and 

soup supper this year. We'll end with the traditional candle dance and singing Silent Night in the worship space. Please 

bring a plate of cookies to share in the parking lot afterwards and RSVP Here so we know how many people to expect. 

Plan to wear a mask when indoors. There may even be live animals....  
 

Lessons and Carols Zoom service December 26  

Gather on Zoom and watch a pre-recorded Lessons and Carols service. Please sign up here to participate in reading a 

lesson or singing a carol. As of Friday, we still need people to sing VT 229 Unexpected and Mysterious, and VT 259 To Us 

A Child of Hope is Born. Send recordings to annays@assemblymennonite.org by Dec 19.  
 

Women’s Christmas Retreat, Jan 8, 9am-3pm 

Epiphany (Jan 6) is also celebrated as Women’s Christmas. Originating in Ireland, Women’s Christmas began as a day 

when the women, who often carried the domestic responsibilities all year, took Epiphany as an occasion to gather at the 

end of the holidays. Women’s Christmas is a good time to pause and take a break from whatever has kept you busy in 

the past weeks or months. This is an occasion both to celebrate with friends and also to spend time in reflection before 

diving into the responsibilities of this new year. To register, please send an email to meribethshank@gmail.com with 

your name and phone included. We will plan for a light vegetarian carry-in lunch. You will receive an email with 

additional details. A donation of $10 per person is suggested. A basket will be on the registration table for your 

donation. Registration deadline is Sunday, January 2, 2022. 

https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
http://www.assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Pastor-Hiring-Procedures-Revised-Draft-Dec-2021.pdf
http://www.assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Pastor-Hiring-Procedures-Revised-Draft-Dec-2021.pdf
http://www.assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Draft-Administrator-Assistant-Job-Descriptions-Dec-2021.pdf
http://www.assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Church-Administrative-Staff-Options-SKC-12-17-21.pdf
https://www.assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Less-is-More-Devotional-Digital.pdf
https://assemblymennonite.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19&id=2ae77dfdb9&e=d51e3b2036
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ctAwQgPMAitthCYlxh3GbSGM9BlJLDTU-afM79sHVxQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YD0ZwSHERcQyaDv7MJdSVkerWSLBbk37d4vklnAdRLg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:annays@assemblymennonite.org
mailto:meribethshank@gmail.com


COMING UP 
https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURS FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Dec 19 
• 10am Taizé Service 

in Worship Space or 
on Zoom 

• 11 am "Defund the 
Police? An Abolition 
Curriculum" on 
Zoom 

• 1pm JYF Gathering 
• 5:30pm & 7pm 

Advent Spiral at the 
Labyrinth 

• 7-8:30pm MYF 
Christmas Party 

• 7:30pm 
Congregational 
Meeting on Zoom 

 

Dec 20 
• Dec 20-24 

Provide 
Meals for 
IHN 

• 6:30pm 
Dance 
Group in 
Worship 
Space 

 

Dec 21 
• 6pm 

Labyrinth 
Walk in MP 
Space 

• 7pm Longest 
Night Service 
in Worship 
Space 
 

  Dec 24 
• 6pm 

Christmas 
Eve 
Service 
 

 

Dec 26 
• 10am Lessons and 

Carols on Zoom 
 

      

Jan 2 
• 9:30am Worship 
• 8pm Anti-Racism 

Accountability 
Group on Zoom 

 Jan 4 
• 7pm 

Leadership 
Group 
 

Jan 5 
• 12pm 

Psalm & 
Prayers 
on Zoom 

• 1pm 
Lunch 
Bunch 
 

 Jan 7 
• 9:30am 

Greencroft 
Gathering 
on Zoom 

• 12pm 
Psalm & 
Prayers on 
Zoom 
 

Jan 8 
• 9am-3pm 

Women’s 
Christmas 
Retreat 
 

 
 

Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to be a dynamic Christian community by together meeting God who draws us beyond 

ourselves into nurturing, sharing, and living the good news of God’s love as known in Jesus Christ. ~ Mission Statement, adopted 

June 1997 
 

As a reconciling faith community, Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to follow Jesus’ example by welcoming all who come our way, 

regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 

orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 
 

Find COVID-19 Information Here 
  

Please email announcements to assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org by 11 PM local time Thursday for inclusion in the 

following Sunday’s AssemblyLine. To receive the AssemblyLine via email visit http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr. 

Assembly Mennonite Church  

Pastoral Team  

Lora Nafziger loracn@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-0732  

Karl Shelly karlss@assemblymennonite.org 574-621-1037  

Anna Yoder Schlabach annays@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-5319 

Scott Coulter scottc@assemblymennonite.org 419-535-2918 

 

Pastor Emeritae: Lois Johns Kaufmann, Mary Lehman Yoder 

Elders: Randy Roth (chair), Anne Horst Hanby, 

Jamie Lake, Sandy Fribley, Eric Yordy, Leon 

Bauman, Elena Fischer 

Youth Coordinators: Sara Morris, Erich Miller, 

Ashley Fehlberg, Darin Bontrager, Amy Bontrager 

Church Office Hours: Vary. Contact the church office at office@assemblymennonite.org or leave a message at 574-534-4190 

 

https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://www.assemblymennonite.org/covid-19-information/
mailto:assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org
http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr
mailto:office@assemblymennonite.org


COMMUNITY LIFE AT ASSEMBLY 
 

Child Care for Unvaccinated Children is available at the meetinghouse Sunday morning for those attending the Taizé 

service. Parents should drop off children at Classroom 2 between 9:50-10:00am and pick them up between 10:45-

10:55am. Volunteers will be fully vaccinated and will wear masks. Children ages 3 and up will be asked to wear masks; 

disposable kid-size masks are available. Older children are encouraged to bring a book to read quietly, or they may get a 

book from the church library or play quiet board games together. Younger children can play in the playroom area. 

Questions? Contact Scott Coulter. (Thank you to our volunteers!) 

 

Congratulations to Nick and Michelle Miller Good and big brother Theo as they welcome baby 

Nora Joy (photo here)! Small Group Ring of Fire invites you to take a meal to the family in January. 

Please click here to sign up https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/lqoz1m 
 

 

 

AMC Financial Update. Offerings through Nov. 30 are significantly below other years. Our expenses are also down about 

$25,000. Still, to meet our projected expenses through the end of the year we will need about $88,000 in December 

offerings. Last year we received $75,000 in December and then turned out to not need most of it because of the PPP 

loan being forgiven and our expenses being way down from budget. This year there's no PPP loan and I'm basing the 

amount needed on projected expenses not budget. – John Nafziger, Treasurer 
 

On December 26 Merv, Rose, and Elena Stutzman leave for Saipan to spend five months with their family Dan 

Stutzman, Sadie LaPonsie, and daughter Eleanor. They will have temporary phone number changes after their arrival. 

The best way to contact them is by email which stays the same. Saipan is a part of CNMI (Commonwealth of Northern 

Mariana Islands), a Pacific territory of the United States located at 15 N and 146 E (North of Guam). 
 

Volunteer for Sunday Morning Tasks in 2022! We plan to need volunteers beginning January 2 to do the following 

Sunday morning tasks: Greeters, Attendance Takers, Cash Offering Counters, Lock Up, and Nursery Volunteers (for ages 

0-4 years). Please sign yourself up to help using this Google spreadsheet, or contact scottc@assemblymennonite.org. If 

each person puts their name in two cells on this spreadsheet, we should easily be able to cover all of these needs 

through the end of March. 
 

Sean and Becky Smuts shared about their family's current living situation on a recent Sunday. Their mobile home is in 

bad condition, including mold, and the costs of remaining in a mobile home park continue to rise. Here is the link to the 

letter inviting the congregation to help them to find alternative housing. Please consider how you might be able to help.  
 

Contact Scott Coulter to reserve meetinghouse spaces. Demand for space is on the rise as it gets colder. Please check 

the space reservation calendar and contact Scott to reserve a space. Masks are required inside the meetinghouse. The 

Multipurpose space (AKA old worship space & baby cave) still does not have air filtration or good air exchange (we are 

working on this).  
 

For current information about COVID-19 precautions please visit this new page on our church website: 

https://www.assemblymennonite.org/covid-19-information/. If you or someone in your household got boosted or 

vaccinated recently, you can also update your vaccination status by completing a short form on this page. 
 

Share Prayer Requests by filling out the online form at this link. You may continue to do this throughout each week. 

Prayer requests are sent out to the congregation via the Assembly listserv on Wednesdays. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19/images/2f02026f-bafe-cc26-0a17-04fe43bf47a3.jpg
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/lqoz1m
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1g8rs4B5WL_beRrrxS_D6H-KKbniXdCqKT_0HHfOztNk/edit?usp=sharing
http://scottc@assemblymennonite.org.
https://assemblymennonite.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19&id=033a7d4ee0&e=00a5290bde
https://assemblymennonite.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19&id=033a7d4ee0&e=00a5290bde
https://www.assemblymennonite.org/facility-use-reservations-calendar/
https://www.assemblymennonite.org/facility-use-reservations-calendar/
mailto:scottc@assemblymennonite.org
https://www.assemblymennonite.org/covid-19-information/
https://assemblymennonite.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19&id=d3d09166e8&e=69ab8d3a52


DOING JUSTICE & SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
 

Proposed Message of Solidarity to Anabaptists in Ethiopia. Henok Mekonin and Carl E. Hansen invite you to sign this 
open letter from Western Anabaptist/Mennonite leaders to all of the Anabaptist Christians in Ethiopia. I (Henok) 
already collected signatures from several Anabaptist leaders in the United States and Canada, and then created a 
YouTube video with Amharic subtitles. You can see the attachments and video at https://youtu.be/tihhIGaOtjg. You can 
add your name to a shared document here. (Henok is a student at AMBS; Carl is director of Meserete Kristos Seminary 
Advancement). 
 

Faith Mennonite Church is looking for new hosts for Hope House, a place of hospitality that offers two guest rooms for 
emergency, short-term housing for people in transition. The live-in host(s) provide(s) a welcoming presence and tends to 
the daily needs of hosting. Contact kay.bsinger@gmail.com or deronbbergstresser@gmail.com for more information.  
 

CHH COVID testing site needs more volunteers 
As the testing numbers and positivity rate increase at an alarming rate, CHH is in need of more volunteers! If you have 

friends, family, or acquaintances who would be interested in volunteering with us please have them email 

owenger@chhclinics.org. Shifts run about 2 hours and training is provided. Spanish is not necessary. Our most urgent 

need is for additional swabbers, but we could use help in any volunteer position. On Mondays and during the first half of 

Tuesdays/Wednesdays our testing line is overflowing onto 6th street, causing traffic issues at the corner of Plymouth 

and 6th street. If anyone is interested in directing cars during any of these times, please email owenger@chhclinics.org.  
 

Update on Location of Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Network (GIHN) from Mindy Morehead, Goshen Interfaith 

Hospitality Network Executive Director: We are excited to announce to you that we have partnered with Goshen 

Community Schools and will have a new home out of Merit Learning Center, pending necessary zoning and code 

changes.  We will keep everyone posted on future developments.  We appreciate all of your love and support for GIHN 

staff and our guests! From SusanMarkLandis@gmail.com, your GIHN rep: This announcement doesn't change our meals 

later this month. We still would appreciate more in-person help with cookie decorating at 1:45 at St. Mark's, Dec 

20. 
 

 

WIDER CHURCH 
 

 

The December edition of On the Level is now available from Mennonite Disaster Service. In our current issue: MDS 

responds to the deadly tornadoes in the Midwest and parts of the South, MDS Canada needs volunteers to help 

survivors recover from extensive flooding in British Columbia, and you can learn more about our Annual Celebration in 

Sarasota, Florida in January. Click on this link to read more: https://conta.cc/3GORUmS 
 

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary (AMBS) in Elkhart will celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Mon Jan 17 

with an event organized by the Intercultural Competence and Undoing Racism (ICUR) Team and the Institute of 

Mennonite Studies. This live-streamed event will develop connections made at the 2020 celebration between King’s 

legacy and Black history in Elkhart. For more information, contact Nekeisha Alayna Alexis, MA, ICUR coordinator 

(icurcoordinator@ambs.edu). 

Also at AMBS: Sign Up for Pastors & Leaders / Deep Faith 2022: Formed in the Wilderness, Leading in Hope: Feb. 21–

24 | Available in person and online | Register by Jan. 15 to save $50. 

For more news from AMBS, click here. 
 

Christian Peacemaker Teams offers an online Advent calendar in English and Spanish. Each day, until Dec 25th, you have 

the opportunity to open a new door and meet a CPT Peacemaker of Christmas.  From quotes, to reflections, to fun and 

interesting videos - each day will bring a different activity so don't miss out! Click here for the English calendar; CPT 

Calendarrio de Adviento en Español 
 

Pathways Retreat will be offering Advent Visio Divina on Wednesday mornings through December 15.  Pathways Retreat 

will be closed December 20 - January 2 for the holidays. Daily prayers are offered both online and in-person.  Find more 

information at pathwaysretreat.org.  

Also, the December edition of Pathways’ newsletter can be read here. 
 

https://youtu.be/tihhIGaOtjg
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http://pathwaysretreat.org/
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
  

Bethany Christian Schools is seeking a Grade School Principal who is passionate about holistic education and can help us 

further our mission of "Preparing students to participate in God's work in the world". BCS is a dynamic learning 

community in which we work to know, love and prepare our students for their journey beyond school. To learn more 

about this position or to apply visit bethanycs.net/employment/.  
 

Goshen Christian Montessori School is seeking a warm, kind caregiver who enjoys young children to join our preschool 

classroom team 20-25 hours per week. GCMS is also seeking substitute assistant teachers. For more info or to inquire, 

please see http://goshenchristianmontessori.com/inquire/ 
 

The Window has an open position for a Kitchen Administrator. This is a 40 hours/week Mon-Fri position for an 

Administrator/Cook in charge of: ordering, menu planning, kitchen staff, and Katie’s Kitchen. Come be a part of the 

Window’s family. Contact Ed Swartley 574.533.9680 ext 203 or email jeswartley@thewindowinc.com 

 

https://mennoniteeducation.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3d94b421a56e2f4d57b227385&id=b86a29986d&e=9d04ca1d45
http://goshenchristianmontessori.com/inquire/?fbclid=IwAR0-eMrFwNeolsVfWrnRxNAvR93758vYOk7hR0znN1PBrYApbqq5jUk3Qzw
mailto:jeswartley@thewindowinc.com

