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Memorial Service for
Merritt Gardner

January 15, 1 p.m.  
Photo slideshow beginning at 12:50 p.m.

Zoom link here
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Gathering 

Photo slide show

Psalm 139 

  Read and Translated by Merritt Gardner

Welcome and Prayer    

Anna Yoder Schlabach, pastor

VT 203  O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

Revelation 21:1-4, 6-7, 23-25, 22:1-5        

   Jon Zirkle and Sandy Fribley, small group members

Remembering

Psalm 23    

   Angel Gardner, daughter

Rememberence   

   Tim Gardner, son 

Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)    

   Dan Gardner, son

Reading The Gestalt of Eternity (Forever and ever)        

   Jon Gardner, son

Meditation    

   Karl Shelly, pastor

Releasing

Prayer of Releasing  

VT 503  Now on Land and Sea Descending 

Benediction    
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Singers: Jason Kauffman, Jeff Martin, Paul and Kathy Meyer Reimer, Bill and

Marna Mateer, Anna Yoder Schlabach, Mary Gilbert, Scott Janzen, Becky

Snider, Angel Gardner, Char Yutzy, Leon Bauman 

Tech Hosts: Scott Coulter and Glenn Gilbert 

(Short break)  

All are invited to stay for an informal time of sharing stories and memories

following the service. 

Obituary 

Merritt Gardner, 87, died Thursday, Dec. 30, due to an aortic tear.

He was born on April 4, 1934, in New York City to William H. and Katharine

(Post) Gardner.

On March 26, 1961, Merritt married Ruth Ann Liechty at First Mennonite

Church in Berne, Indiana. Merritt and Ruth Ann met while serving from 1958-60

as Mennonite Central Committee volunteer teachers in Newfoundland, Canada,

where he served his alternative service as a member of the Society of Friends.

Surviving are his wife of 60 years, Ruth Ann, and five children: Tim (Michelle

Rago) Gardner of Bronxville, New York; Jon (Anne) Gardner of Greenbelt,

Maryland; Angela Gardner of Princeton, N.J.; Christa (Dwayne Lawler) Gardner

of Bentonville, Arkansas; and Dan (Patrick Miller) Gardner of Atlanta. Also

surviving are eight grandchildren, two great grandchildren, one sister, Frances

Kelly, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Merritt was preceded in death by his parents and sister Priscilla Gardner.

Merritt graduated with a B.A. from Cornell University, an M.A. in education from

Columbia University, and a Ph.D from Penn State University.
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Merritt and Ruth Ann moved to Goshen, Indiana in 1969, when Merritt joined

the Goshen College faculty as a mathematics professor. They became active

members at Assembly Mennonite Church in its early days. Merritt and Ruth

Ann were leaders in the outreach and Sunday worship on Goshen College

campus. Their home was a place of welcome and hospitality for countless

students and newcomers over the years.

Merritt taught at Goshen College for 29 years. After retirement, Merritt studied

biblical Hebrew and Greek at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary. He met

regularly with an informal group at AMBS who honed their skills of these

ancient languages by sharing their translations of biblical texts. Merritt's

translation of Psalm 23 became a favorite at Assembly Mennonite. Merritt was

also known for his deep and resonant reading voice and delighted in reading

scripture during worship services. He spent many hours translating biblical texts

and creating readers' theater of biblical stories. Recently, Merritt created visuals

to accompany his recorded reading of numerous psalms, which have been

used especially in Zoom worship services during the pandemic.

Merritt enjoyed using his theatrical skills in plays at Goshen College, local

theater productions, and summer Bible school dramas.

Memorial donations can be made to Goshen College.

Online condolences can be shared at www.yoderculpfuneralhome.com
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