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WORSHIP 

Join us Sundays at 9:30am (in person or online via Zoom) 
 

Sept 26 

Worship Leader: Kathleen Jones 

Homily: Regina Shands Stoltzfus 

Greeters: Small Group Cardinal 

Set Up & Tear Down: Small Group Crisalida 

 

Scripture: Esther 2-9 

 

Oct 3 

World Communion Sunday 

2% Offering 

(No Sunday School) 

Worship Leader: Michael Miller 

Homily: Lora Nafziger 

Greeters: Small Group Almond Joy 

Set Up & Tear Down: Small Group Zed 
 

Scripture: Luke 14:16-24 

 

THIS SUNDAY 

 
 

Join us this Sunday for worship in the north parking lot at 9:30am, as we conclude our series Seeking Justice 
Together. God’s justice is not only our work in the world, but God’s work in us. As we are transformed and become 
aligned with the heart of God in Christ, we are better able to reflect God’s justice and peace through our lives to the 
world. Read the full introduction for this worship series here. 
Please bring your own chair. Children will be dismissed to outdoor Sunday school halfway through the service. We are 
asking everyone who is not vaccinated to mask outdoors unless you are sitting down with your family. You can also 
watch the service via Zoom. Look for an email by 5pm on Saturday for the order of worship and weather-related 
cancellations. 
 

All college students and young adults are invited to come to church early (at 8:30 AM) for breakfast this Sun Sept. 26. 
 

MYF Breakout (Sunday morning during the worship service). Join us during AMC’s worship service for an MYF break-out 
time. Please bring your chair and listen for the announcement during service. 
 

Coffee will be available this Sunday after worship. To minimize clean up and waste, please bring your own travel mug 
(there will be some paper cups available). Look for the coffee next to the building on the east end of the north parking 
lot (close to where we gather for worship). 
 

Readers Theatre during the Parables Worship Series, and in-person reading this Sun. Sept 26.  The Parables worship 

series starts Oct. 3rd!  As a kickoff, anyone is invited to come to an in-person group reading of a parable this Sun Sept 26 

after worship in the parking lot.  We will read a parable aloud as a group, taking turns sharing what we notice. (We plan 

to do this every week through the Bible Study series, including at Church Retreat). No prior reading of the parable 

required, and anyone of any age or background is welcome!  A hard copy of the text will be available to jot down 

notes.  Want to come?  Email Jon Zirkle in advance (jon.zirkle@gmail.com), or just show up with an open mind and a 

willingness to simply notice what you hear when read as a group!  Notes will be shared with future worship leaders and 

preachers.  If you're interested in participating in readers theatre during the parables worship series, coming to the 

parable reading on Sunday is a great way to express interest. 
 

The Deadline for Registration for Church Retreat is THIS SUNDAY Sept 26 (if you want meals or lodging at camp). 

Register using this form. Registration is open to all Assembly participants, at no cost. (Although we are raising offering 

pledges to help defray the costs of retreat; we have already exceeded our fundraising target!) Lodging is available on a 

first-come-first serve basis. Meals, worship, the talent show, and other events will take place outside under a large tent. 

Click here for a Retreat FAQ. 
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COMING UP 
https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sept 26 
• 9:30am 

Worship & MYF 
Breakout 

• Parables 
Reading group 
following 
worship 

• 1pm JYF 
Gathering 

 

Sept 27 
• 6:30pm 

Dance 
Group in 
Worship 
Space 

 

Sept 28 
• 7pm 

Conversation 
about Music 
in Worship 
(Playground) 

• 7:15pm 
Small Group 
Reps on 
Zoom  

 

Sept 29 
• 12pm 

Psalm 
Reading & 
Prayer on 
Zoom 

 

 Oct 1 
• 9:30am 

Greencroft 
Gathering 

• 12pm 
Psalm 
Reading & 
Prayer on 
Zoom 

 

 

Oct 3 
• 9:30am 

Worship, No 
Sunday School 

• Surprise 
Luncheons after 
Worship 

• 8:30pm 
Antiracism 
Accountability 
Group on Zoom 

 Oct 5 
• 7pm 

Leadership 
Group 

Oct 6 
• 1pm Lunch 

Bunch on 
Zoom 

 Oct 8-10 
Church Retreat 

at Camp 
Friedenswald 

Oct 8-10 
Church 

Retreat at 
Camp 

Friedenswald 

Oct 10 
• 10:30am 

Worship at 
Camp 
Friedenswald 

     Oct 16 
• 6:30pm 

Lantern 
Festival at 
Greencroft 

 

MEAL TRAINS 
 

Meal Train for Wilma & Barb. This is one way to provide some relief and support now and through Barb's upcoming 

surgery and recovery, as both of them are dealing with extreme pain. https://mealtrain.com/e1now2  

 

COMMUNITY LIFE AT ASSEMBLY 
 

Sign up TODAY for Surprise Luncheons on Oct 3! This is a great way to get to know people in the congregation. To host 

or bring food to an outdoor lunch gathering with others, sign up here. You will find out on the day of who will be around 

the table. You will receive an email the week before about how many people will be there and if there are food 

restrictions to be aware of. 
 

Tues Sept 28 at 7pm: song-leaders, musicians, and people who have opinions about congregational singing: You are 

invited to a discernment meeting on the subject of music in Assembly's worship on the church playground. We'll 

ask: What can we do to make the experience of singing in the parking lot feel more like congregational singing? What 

safety measures do we need to be taking based on the research about singing? Are there other creative ways we can be 

incorporating music in our worship while we continue to be unable to meet indoors? -Becky Snider, chair of worship 
 

Check out the newest installment of "People in your Neighborhood." This week Sophie and Caleb Yoder Schlabach 

check in with neighbor Maria Wenger on 6th St.  Interested in interviewing your Assembly neighbors? Contact Anna for 

instructions! Please. Adults too! Not just kids! Seriously. Anyone?  
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Oct 3 is World Communion Sunday, and we will begin our Fall Bible Study series on the Parables of Jesus with the 

Parable of the Feast. How might the parables of Jesus help us to see the world in a different way, to be challenged and 

perhaps even indicted? What might they reveal to us about the Reign of God? And how can we playfully hear these 

stories anew? Read the introduction to the upcoming worship series here. 
 

Worship Gifts Survey: As we continue to need to be flexible in the ways we worship together, we are still committed to 

including many participants. Help us to know the ways you are willing to participate in worship in the coming year by 

filling out this form. https://forms.gle/XEyHVeajjd4x5wjA8 Please complete by October 1. 
 

Calling all actors, musicians, and entertainers to showcase their talents in a parable variety show, to take place during 

worship on Sunday morning at the fall retreat at Camp Friedenswald. Songs and/or skits, which need to be from 3-5 

minutes in length, can feature solo or multiple people. Parables include: *The Widow and the Judge, *Good Samaritan, 

*The Rich Man and Lazarus, *The Lost Coin, Sheep, and Son, *The Laborers in the Vineyard, *The Mustard Seed. All who 

are interested may contact pastor Lora Nafziger.  
 

Share Prayer Requests by filling out the online form at this link. You may continue to do this throughout each week. 

Prayer requests are sent out to the congregation via the Assembly listserv on Wednesdays. 

 

DOING JUSTICE & SERVING THE COMMUNITY 
Faith and Climate Crisis. Indiana people of faith are invited to a free 4-part virtual program on the Climate Crisis, offered 

by Presbyterian Climate Advocates. It will be held on four consecutive Sundays - October 3, 10, 17, and 24, 4-5:15 pm as 

a Zoom meeting. Classes include videos, reflection, discussion, and enrichment to move from despair to engaged, 

hopeful, effective action. Must register by Sept 30! – https://bit.ly/3u14VEt. Contact Karen Powell if interested and be 

part of an Assembly group! 
 

Chandler Elementary still needs 5 volunteers for their program “Real Men Read”. The program runs from Oct. 25th 

through Nov. 19th. Volunteers spend approximately 30-minutes once a week over the 4-week period sharing about their 

career/life and read a provided story followed by a discussion with students. Teachers remain in the room throughout 

the entire visit. Face shields will be provided by Goshen Community Schools. Face masks may be used as well. Social 

distancing will be maintained. Any interested volunteer should contact me (Sharon Sarber) 

at ssarber@goshenschools.org by Oct. 1st. There is a training luncheon scheduled for Weds., Oct. 13th. All materials will 

be handed out at that time. If unable to attend, materials can be delivered to a provided address or picked up at the 

Admin building on Purl St. after the luncheon. 
 

Mennonite World Conference encourages us to love our global neighbors by donating to UNICEF’s campaign to share 

coronavirus vaccinations around the world. Learn more here. 
 

Amy Huser / Faith Climate Declaration – Amy, formerly of Assembly and now working with Hoosier Interfaith Power & 

Light, is urging all of us to add our names to their Faith Climate Declaration. HIPL is the leading faith-based climate 

justice organization in the state. Please consider supporting this effort. https://bit.ly/3C4g3n2 (Karl Shelly) 
 

Feeding Neighbors - I took the leap! I am trusting you all to step forward and do some extra cooking for GIHN during the 

busiest time of the year, Dec 20-24. Please commit yourself now and put the dates on your 

calendar: https://takethemameal.com/ZLDH6898. Thanks! Susan Mark Landis 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
  Happy Birthday this week (9/26-10/2) to: Sophia Yordy, Ben Nelson, John Blosser, Leon Stutzman, 

and Ellen Kennel. 
  

Happy Birthday last week (9/19-9/25) to: Kim Stuckey, Ana Yoder Coulter, Bethany Swope, Ryan 

Sensenig, Jessica Schirch, and Alex Peterson.  
 

May God bless you. We are glad you are part of Assembly! 
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 
(repeat) Naomi Roots has agreed to take up responsibility for coordinating landscaping/grounds maintenance at the 

meetinghouse as an interim paid staff role. If you have questions, or notice anything grounds/plants/landscaping related 

that needs attention, please contact her at roots.naomi@gmail.com. 
 

(repeat) Watching worship on Zoom? Consider checking out a hymnal from the church so you can sing along during 

worship. There is a sign out sheet under the library of care in the gathering space. 
 

(repeat) The Church Directory has been recently updated. Please check the Address & Phone list and Email list, as well 

as the Instant Church Directory app to make sure your own information is correct. (Note: if your household includes two 

different last names, there will be two separate entries on the Instant Church Directory). You are encouraged to upload 

a recent photo to the Instant Church Directory as well! (Only about 30% of entries currently have photos). Email the 

office with any updates, or to request a password for the church website. 

 

LOCAL ECUMENICAL 
Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Network Spaghetti Dinner. To celebrate and thank the community for 25 years of service, 

GIHN is giving back to the community with a Spaghetti Dinner.  The event is a free drive-through, Sept 30, 5:00-7:00, at 

their current shelter, 502 S. Main. See details here. 

 

WIDER CHURCH 
 

Read what Assembly’s own Jason Kauffman shares in his blog entry, “Putting in the work to be transformed,” about his 

journey toward a healthier lifestyle and how it relates to his faith. https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-

snapshots/putting-in-the-work-to-be-transformed/. 
 

Join the denomination-wide “CommonRead.” Mennonite Church USA, Mennonite Church Canada and Herald Press are 

partnering to encourage every Mennonite to read carefully selected books to equip the church during this time. This fall, 

the CommonRead book is “Tongue-Tied: Learning the Lost Art of Talking About Faith” by Sara Wenger Shenk. Learn 

more here: https://www.mennomedia.org/commonread/. 
 

The Faith Formation ministry of Mennonite Church USA, led by six youth and children’s ministers, developed a card 

deck to encourage families to share their thoughts and feelings together, as well as grow in their faith. Learn more about 

this new resource and buy your own pack here: https://www.mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-church-usa-faith-

formation-ministry-releases-devotional-card-deck/. 
 

“Tending Transformation" is the new theme for Central District Conference. In the current conference newsletter, 

the Reporter, conf minister Doug Luginbill reflects on what this means for the conference and our congregations, and 

lifelong peacemaker Doug Hostetter reflects on efforts to transform the response to 9/11 into something that was life-

giving and healing. 
 

Mennonite Disaster Service’s newsletter “On the Level” is here. In the Sept issue: A Virginia family now has a way home, 

thanks to MDS Volunteers, Canada farmers work together to battle drought conditions and clean up continues in the 

wake of Hurricane Ida. 
 

Pray this week for Brian and Noelia Fox of Mennonite Mission Network; rejoice with them that COVID-19 cases in Spain 

are decreasing and in-person meetings for churches and schools are starting to resume. Pray for Brian and Noelia as they 

search for a place to hold their English classes, after a year of conducting online classes. 

 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Free workshop on Resurrection Peacemaking Oct 6, 6:30pm, in Syracruse IN: Chautauqua-Wawasee is hosting an 

evening with author and peace-seeker Cliff Kindy, an Indiana organic farmer who served for 30 years with Christian 

Peacemaker Teams (CPT). Cliff and other CPT volunteers have repeatedly put their lives on the line as they chose to 

accompany targeted and beleaguered indigenous people who were striving to end violent occupation and warfare in 

their own lands. This striving is not only for far-away peoples. It is for us. “Are we willing to nurture our imaginations and 

mailto:roots.naomi@gmail.com
https://assemblymennonite.org/minutiae/directories-and-lists/
https://mcusercontent.com/a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19/files/029a02e2-b648-45c9-a9a7-5b27fdbee316/Instant_Church_Directory_Information.pdf
mailto:office@assemblymennonite.org
mailto:office@assemblymennonite.org
https://mcusercontent.com/a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19/files/7803408c-1c04-d065-f984-a2ea1b29003d/2021_Spaghetti_Dinner.pdf
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=9270bf0644&e=07a1d92e19
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=9270bf0644&e=07a1d92e19
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=daaa9cf08a&e=07a1d92e19
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=c7d2c2ee9f&e=07a1d92e19
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=c7d2c2ee9f&e=07a1d92e19
https://mcusacdc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1301d7494d1e7608f1b9c02a&id=d56b018f6b&e=3b751efa23
https://mcusacdc.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b1301d7494d1e7608f1b9c02a&id=d56b018f6b&e=3b751efa23
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qwddm4J7y2pp-IH8RIcNaacTIftIHhvmJh-ibhgsLNVRDHBKCD917PrU3sJT4h7tJqqr50Lx9d-Z07-HLCenZc40I8srtuOC6yE_RMIj71nFBIpy7O-V-E_NnqlRC1UQu9OmMdoQlT9-mAZbNwtYzQ==&c=wSmbr58cMC7AE3LJyCV-LsBhE1t0kPbLb4PM6qaEX-NCmvVWYWHO9g==&ch=bF3alZoBcyTAsQ61BQ4u_QWwrqntyCSAbi6luZ-TmDVRLAd-9Hk4Tw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Qwddm4J7y2pp-IH8RIcNaacTIftIHhvmJh-ibhgsLNVRDHBKCD917PrU3sJT4h7tJqqr50Lx9d-Z07-HLCenZc40I8srtuOC6yE_RMIj71nFBIpy7O-V-E_NnqlRC1UQu9OmMdoQlT9-mAZbNwtYzQ==&c=wSmbr58cMC7AE3LJyCV-LsBhE1t0kPbLb4PM6qaEX-NCmvVWYWHO9g==&ch=bF3alZoBcyTAsQ61BQ4u_QWwrqntyCSAbi6luZ-TmDVRLAd-9Hk4Tw==
https://mcusercontent.com/a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19/files/dac80f09-8a48-45cf-9514-f8d5d72088eb/Flier_for_churches_final.pdf


take the risks required to replace violence with nonviolence? If so, how would this change America, in terms of policing, 

politics, wars, family disputes, mass killings, and criminal justice?” To register go to www.CHQW.org or call Debbie at 

574-377-7543 or go to Facebook.com/ChautauquaWawasee. 
 

(repeat) A Worship Leader’s Introduction to Voices Together: Oct. 27 – Dec. 14. Join Katie Graber, PhD, and Anneli 

Loepp Thiessen, MM, to explore how your worship can grow in vitality through understanding the new Voices 

Together hymnal within the unique culture of your church community. This online AMBS short course lasts six weeks. 

CEUs available. Sign up by Sept. 29 to save $50. ambs.edu/worshipleaders 
 

(repeat) Goshen College's Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center (Wolf Lake, Ind.) is offering Tales & Trails on Sept. 

28. This is a 1.5-hour monthly program designed for children ages 3-5, with younger siblings welcome to join, led by a 

Merry Lea educator. This program is free and registration is not required. Visit goshen.edu/merrylea/tales-and-trails to 

learn more!  
 

(repeat) High School Students: Goshen College’s Study-Service Theology Term (SSTT) is currently inviting high school 

applicants for a two-week study experience in Guatemala in June 2022. Participants are selected through a competitive 

application process and will be drawn from students from any Christian denominational group in the United States who 

have completed their sophomore, junior or senior year by June 2022, with priority given to students from African-

American or Latino communities. The deadline to apply is October 31, 2021. Learn more at goshen.edu/sstt.  
 

(repeat) Color of Compromise webinar series. Join MCC Sept 28 1-2:30pm as we learn from Sandra Maria Van Opstal, a 

second-generation Latina, co-founder and executive director of Chasing Justice and author of The Next Worship: 

Glorifying God in a Diverse World. She’ll talk about the impact of the church’s complicity in racism on the Hispanic and 

Latino community in the U.S. Register here. For more information on past webinars in the series, visit mcc.org/color-of-

compromise. 
 

(repeat) Pathways Retreat will host a workshop "Spirituality, Creativity, and Transformation in the Second Half of Life" 

led by Ruth Judy. The registration deadline is October 1. The annual St. Francis Animal Blessing will be Sunday, October 

3, 4pm. Daily prayers are offered both online and in-person. Find more information at pathwaysretreat.org. Pathways 

Retreat Center’s newsletter Rhythms is available here. 
 

(repeat) Leadership Integrity Circles. Explore what it means to practice Christ-centered leadership in your workplace in 

this AMBS program led by Betty Pries, PhD, and Rick Stiffney, PhD. Open to Christian leaders from any sector —business, 

industry, education, healthcare, law and beyond — each circle brings together six experienced organizational leaders. 

You’ll learn through self-reflection, spiritual practices and conversations with peers in a confidential environment. Apply 

by Oct. 1 to save $500! ambs.edu/leadership 
 

(repeat) Environmental sustainability at AMBS. AMBS offers an Environmental Sustainability Leadership concentration 

in its Master of Divinity and Master of Arts: Theology and Peace Studies programs. Students take part in a 15-week 

residency at Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center to build skills in community 

development. ambs.edu/academics/partnership-merry-lea 

 

GOSHEN COLLEGE 
(repeat) Goshen College friends of all ages are invited to Homecoming and Family Weekend, Oct. 1-3. Weekend events 

include a Peace Play, concerts, athletic events, an art gallery exhibit, class reunions, food, games and more. See the full 

schedule and learn more at goshen.edu/homecoming 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Bethany Christian Schools in Goshen is hiring a cafeteria aide and a custodian. Learn more here: 

https://www.bethanycs.net/apps/pages/employment 
 

Mennonite Church USA is seeking a full-time Marketing Communications & Engagement Associate to assist in all levels 

of project execution, including research, coordination of online and in-person events, handling constituent inquiries, 

writing, production, newsletter/collateral distribution and analytics/reporting. This position provides an ideal 

opportunity to develop well-rounded skills and hands-on experience in marketing communication. The ideal candidate 
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will be a team player, creative, highly organized, a strong communicator, committed to Jesus Christ and passionate 

about God’s reconciling mission to the world. We are committed to diversity among staff and welcome people of diverse 

backgrounds and abilities to apply. View the job description here. To request an application form, 

contact HR@MennoniteUSA.org or call 316-281-4257 
 

Mennonite Church USA is also seeking a full-time Multimedia News Editor to work collaboratively with our marketing 

communications team to develop, drive and execute communication strategies on a variety of platforms. The 

Multimedia News Editor will generate, curate and edit media releases, feature articles, newsletters, video scripts, 

brochures and online content that report on and promote the work and ministry of Mennonite Church USA Executive 

Board and staff. The ideal candidate will be passionate about God’s reconciling mission to the world and committed to 

Jesus Christ. We are committed to diversity among staff and welcome people of diverse backgrounds and abilities to 

apply.  View the job description here. To request an application form, contact HR@MennoniteUSA.org or call 316-281-

4257. 
 

(repeat) Goshen College has many employment opportunities for teaching faculty, administrative staff and more. 

Visit goshen.edu/employment to see all job openings and learn more 

 
 

Please email announcements to assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org by 11 PM local time Thursday for inclusion in the following 

Sunday’s AssemblyLine. To receive the AssemblyLine via email visit http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr. 

Assembly Mennonite Church  

Pastoral Team  

Lora Nafziger loracn@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-0732  

Karl Shelly karlss@assemblymennonite.org 574-621-1037  

Anna Yoder Schlabach annays@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-5319 

Scott Coulter scottc@assemblymennonite.org 419-535-2918 

 

Pastor Emeritae: Lois Johns Kaufmann, Mary Lehman Yoder 

Elders: Randy Roth (chair), Anne Horst Hanby, 

Jamie Lake, Sandy Fribley, Eric Yordy, Leon 

Bauman, Elena Fischer 

Youth Coordinators: Sara Morris, Erich Miller, 

Ashley Fehlberg, Darin Bontrager, Amy Bontrager 

Church Office Hours: Scott is typically in the office T-W-Th 8:30am-1pm & Fri 8:30am-4pm.  

Contact the church office at office@assemblymennonite.org or leave a message at 574-534-4190 

Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to be a dynamic Christian community by together meeting God who draws us beyond 

ourselves into nurturing, sharing, and living the good news of God’s love as known in Jesus Christ. ~ Mission Statement, adopted 

June 1997 
 

As a reconciling faith community, Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to follow Jesus’ example by welcoming all who come our way, 

regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 

orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 
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