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Welcome to Assembly Mennonite Church 
1201 S 11

th
 St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 

574-534-4190 / office@assemblymennonite.org 
Worship at 9:30am, Sunday school at 10:45am 
 

W O R S H I P 
 
 

December 24 
4

th
 Week of Advent 

Worship leader: Anna Yoder Schlabach 
Sermon: Gwen Gustafson-Zook 

Welcome & tear-down: Hygge, Rad, Food Group 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

December 31 
Worship leader: Jonathon Schramm 

Lessons and Carols 
Welcome & tear-down: B & Maple 

 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 61:10–62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 
2:22-40 

                                

   C A L E N D A R    
Sun       Dec 24     9:30am morning service, no Sunday school 

       6pm Christmas Eve soup and bread supper at Meetinghouse

Sun       Dec 31     9:30am Finger food breakfast, followed by worship at 10:30, no Sunday school 

Wed       Jan 3     11:30am Women’s Lunch Bunch at Greencroft Community Center 

Mon       Jan 8     7pm Leadership Group Meeting

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
 

assembly life and people  
 

Adah Landis (K Waterford) turned 7 on Dec 21! Adah 

enjoys listening to her mom read Harry Potter and recently 

watched the 2
nd

 movie. She likes learning new things at 

school: how to read, Spanish words, and new songs. Adah 

is looking forward to rollerskating for her birthday party! 
 

Luke Yordy (6
th
 GMS) turns 12 on Dec 28! Luke enjoys 

playing trombone and learning Spanish. He likes soccer 

and basketball, and enjoyed a week of swimming in gym 

class. He likes watching football with dad and eating 

cookies that his sisters bake! He is looking forward to time 

in Paoli with cousins. 
 

Jared Martin (3
rd

 Chamberlain) turns 9 on Dec 30! Jared 

enjoys playing with sister Kaylee, wrestling, and reading 

Warriors series. He likes snowball fights, and ice skating 

on his dad’s rink. Jared enjoys playing games with his 

mom and dad. He also likes Minecraft. 
 

TODAY is the 4
th
 Sunday of Advent! This year’s theme is 

Yes! Let it be! The intro to this Advent theme is attached to 

the top of this email and can be found on the lit table. There 

is no Sunday school or 2
nd

 hour though children who would 

like to be involved in the Christmas eve play should meet 

in the front of the worship space as well as those willing to 

help with set up for the evening service.  
 

Christmas Eve Candle Dance: If you would like to 

learn/practice the candle dance, Linda Schlabach Miller 

will meet 30min before the event itself. Be at the 

Meetinghouse at 5:30 on Dec 24. Bodies at least 4 feet tall 

preferred. 
 

Children (Pre-school thru 5th grade) interested in 

participating in the Christmas Eve play will have an 

opportunity for a brief run through after church TODAY, 

Dec 24 (there is no Sunday school). Walk-ons Christmas 

Eve will be welcome too, but we'd like to give the kids a 

chance to practice once before. Questions? Contact Lora 

Nafziger at loracn@assemblymennonite.org. 
 

Update on Sandy Fribley: Sandy went into surgery in 

Ann Arbor at 7:39am on Tue, Dec 19. No cancer was 

found anywhere other than her liver, so they went forward 

with the surgery; she was in surgery 5+ hours. According 

to her doctors, the surgery went well, and she has settled in 

for a week of recovery. So far she has eaten a little and 

walked a little. It will be some time until she learns how 

effective the surgery was and what the future prognosis is. 

Continue to keep Sandy, John and Wes in your prayers.  
 

Next Sun, Dec 31, we will share in a finger food breakfast 

at 9:30am, followed by 1
st
 hour at 10:30. No 2

nd
 hour or 

Sunday school. Please bring finger food to share!  
 

Offerings for the General fund so far this year are 

37,227.02.  We need about 7,000 yet to meet projected 

expenses for the year which are now almost completely 

disbursed. Our expenses for the year are running about 

19,000 less than our spending plan of 357,820.  There has 

also been generous giving to the Milk and Honey campaign 

as well as the solar panels.  Thanks! 

mailto:assemblymenn@juno.com
mailto:yoderanna@gmail.com
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Karl Shelly is out of town from Dec 23-29. Lora Nafziger 

will be traveling with her family from Dec 25-Jan 5. You 

can get in touch with pastoral staff using the contact info 

(email and cell phone) at the bottom of this newsletter. 
 

Mennonite Arts Weekend, Feb 2-4, is now accepting 

registrations. See 

https://www.mennoniteartsweekend.org/ for information, 

or check out the posters in the lobby or in the library at the 

back of the sanctuary. This bi-annual weekend is worth 

your consideration. Joyce and Jep have attended in the past 

and recommend it highly. If you have questions, feel free to 

call Jep (local rep) at 537-3762. 
 

A note from Christian Peacemaker Teams: Dear friends 

at Assembly, thank you for being such steadfast support 

this year and for the many years before. Your partnership 

in this ministry means so much to us. Blessings! 
 

Journey is a distance ministry program offered by 

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary. Central District 

Conference is one of two sponsoring conferences. It's an 

ideal program for people testing a call to ministry and 

people who want to enhance their participation in the 

congregation. Read about current CDC participants in this 

month’s edition of CDC’s newsletter Focus.  
 

 

(repeat) In an effort to support the renovation/building 

crew, we are recruiting volunteers. This is your opportunity 

to have a helping hand in sprucing up our old space and 

creating the new! We have a survey to help us organize 

volunteers throughout the renovation process. The survey 

can be found on our website under Assembly 101, Get 

Involved.  Hard copies are available on the lit table. 
 
 

(repeat) Please join us for our Assembly Women’s Lunch 

Bunch, 11:30 Wednesday, January 3 at the Greencroft 

Community Center. Sharon Kauffmann will be our speaker 

and we will have a salad for lunch. Sign up in the gathering 

space by December 24 or call Joyce at 574-537-3762 

before Friday December 30.  
 

(repeat) The Tanzania Education Aid (TEA) thanks 

everyone who has or considers contributing to TEA. We 

now have an informational letter about the activities we’ve 

been doing, what money donated is being designated for, 

etc available on the round white table. 
 

(repeat) A collection of all six sermons from our recent 

Joshua Bible Study -- in text form -- can be found on the 

Assembly website under “Sermons" (username: member 

password: potluck74) Download the set for a great 

Christmas gift! A hard copy is also available in the library.  
 

(repeat) Listening? Looking? Wondering? I have been 

offering spiritual direction for a few years now, and I find it 

a meaningful endeavor. I am now taking another level of 

training this year and would benefit from one or two new 

directees. Other Assembly folk offer this ministry of 

companionship as well. Please connect with me if you want 

to explore further. - Mary Lehman Yoder   
 

(repeat) A grocery bag full of VHS home videos was 

found on the floor in the CE room. If it is yours, please 

email office@assemblymennonite.org 
 

community connections 
 

Campus Center for Young Children is celebrating 20 

years of serving families in the Goshen community. Join us 

in the College Mennonite Church Fellowship Hall for our 

20th Anniversary Celebration on Sat, Jan 13. A free 

pancake breakfast will be served from 8:30-10:30am 

followed by a concert by Ethan Setiawan. CCYC alumni 

are encouraged to come and reunite with friends and take a 

trip down memory lane.  
 

Save the Date for the 2018 Children's Summit on March 

29. Elkhart County youth care workers, case managers, law 

enforcement professionals and those who work to improve 

the health and welfare of children are invited to attend the 

10th Annual Elkhart County Children's Summit!  
 

The Depot MCC Thrift Shop is seeking a half time 

Volunteer Coordinator. Applicants must have commitment 

to personal Christian faith and discipleship, active church 

membership, excellent organizational skills, supervisory 

skills, communication skills and ability to recruit, train and 

work with over 250 volunteers. Possibility of combining 

with other duties to create a full-time position. Please send 

resume to Galen Kauffmann at The Depot Thrift 

Shops, 1013 Division St., Goshen, 46528 or 

email depotmccthriftshops@gmail.com. 
 

(repeat) Mennonite Mission Network has a variety of 

short and long term service opportunities around the world 

https://www.mennoniteartsweekend.org/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/b1301d7494d1e7608f1b9c02a/files/0b04ef1e-fcd5-4427-802e-2c9cccbf5d17/CDCfocus_Dec2017_color.pdf
https://assemblymennonite.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8ef076c62ea17a539f8a1e19&id=1d7e0e7fbb&e=61003e5c0f
tel:(574)%20537-3762
https://www.assemblymennonite.org/worship/sermons/sermon-audio/
mailto:office@assemblymennonite.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=1013+Division+St.,+Goshen,+46528&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:depotmccthriftshops@gmail.com
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including England France, and Peru just to name a few. For 

more info visit mennonitemission.net/serve 
 

(repeat) MDC Goldenrod has an URGENT need for 

maintenance help and for caregivers. Work a few hours 

each week or full-time with benefits. No experience 

needed, just an open heart and a love for joyful people. For 

more information, call MDC Goldenrod at 574- 533-

9720 or visit us online at www.MDCGoldenrod.org. 

MDC Goldenrod provides faith- based community services 

to empower people of all abilities to reach their individual 

potential. 
 

 

http://mennonitemission.net/serve
tel:(574)%20533-9720
tel:(574)%20533-9720
http://www.mdcgoldenrod.org/

