
AssemblyLine 
November 22, 2015 
Volume XXXV, Number 47  
 

Welcome to Assembly Mennonite Church 
1201 S 11

th
 St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 

574-534-4190 / office@assemblymennonite.org 
Worship at 9:30am, Sunday school at 10:45am 
 

W O R S H I P 
 

November 22 
Worship leader: Lora Nafziger & Abigail Greaser 

Sermon: Bertha Beachy, Michael Miller, Donna Shenk 
Sensenig 

Welcoming & tear-down: Ad Lib & Cantaloupe 
Communion 

 
Scripture: Psalm 139, 148 

Sunday School: Nathan confronts Kind David (2 Samuel 
11:1-12,15) 

 

 

November 29 
Worship leader: Becky Smuts 

Sermon: Regina Shands Stoltzfus 
Welcoming & tear-down: Egg Combo & Z 

1
st

 Sunday of Advent 
 

Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10;  
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

Sunday School: The path to God’s promise (Jeremiah 
33:14-16; Psalm 25) 

 

                                

   C A L E N D A R      

Tues  Nov 24  7:15pm Small Group Reps meeting 

Sun  Nov 29  1
st
 Sunday of Advent 

Tues  Dec 1  7pm Leadership Group meeting 

Tues-Sat Dec 1-5  MYF Live-In at Ostergrens 

Wed  Dec 2  Candle dipping at Steve Shantz’s house 6pm: grades K-2; 7pm: grades 3-5 

Sun  Dec 6  Messiah Sing and Potluck 

Sat  Dec 12  Advent Spiral

A N N O U N C E M E N T S 
 

assembly life and people  
 

Isaac Horst (Goshen Christian Montessori) loves playing 

with dinosaurs, trains and building with blocks and legos. 

He likes to sing and dance and play dress up with his big 

sister, Magda. He often asks to be tickled and has a 

contagious laugh. 
 

Advent begins this year on Nov 29. Throughout this 

Advent journey our theme will be Freedom Bound. We will 

focus on the path away from fear toward the welcome of 

the Christ child.  For more info about Advent at Assembly, 

be sure to see the document attached to this week’s 

Assemblyline (paper copies are in your mailbox, on the lit 

table and can be found here on the website). Families, you 

will also find in your mailbox Advent candles and a family 

resource guide for this Advent season. 
 

For many of us, this season before Christmas is a season 

of ramped-up activity. Our Advent worship seeks to create 

an alternative space: space to slow down and rest; space to 

reflect on our longings for hope, peace, joy, and love; space 

to watch for their signs as we wait Christ to be born in our 

lives and in our world. To that end, we invite you to arrive 

promptly—or even a bit early!—to worship, to gather in 

silence, to enjoy the darkness as we welcome the light.   

 

This year's Messiah sing will be taking 

place Sun morning, Dec 6 during 2
nd

 hour. It will be 

followed by a potluck meal.  The rehearsal for the orchestra 

and soloists begin at 8am.  All are welcome and 

encouraged to participate, as either singers or orchestra 

members.  Copies of Messiah will be available, but please 

bring your own if you have one. Orchestra participants who 

would like a copy of the music in advance can get one from 

Bill Mateer (or it can be downloaded for free from the 

IMSLP website -- pick the Mozart-Prout arrangement). 
 

Family Advent spiral: Advent spiral for families with 

children ages 3 and up will take place Sat, Dec 12 at 5:30 

and 7pm. Please sign-up to attend by emailing Lora 

(loracn@assemblymennonite.org). More details to come. 
 

We extend heartfelt sympathies to Rod Hanby and his 

family upon the death of his father, Richard Kent Hanby, 

Sr., 77, of San Angelo, Texas (formerly of Dadeville, 

Alabama) passed away at home on November 14, 2015, 

after a lengthy illness. You can send condolences to Rod 

and Anne at their new address: 19744 Peach Ln. Goshen, 

IN 46526. 
 

Lectionary Texts: 2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12; Revelation 1:4b-8;  

       John 18:33-37 

 

mailto:assemblymenn@juno.com
http://www.assemblymennonite.org/worship/worship-resources/
mailto:loracn@assemblymennonite.org
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Assembly Mennonite Church  
Pastoral Team  

Dawn Yoder Harms dawnyh@assemblymennonite.org 574-214-5610 
Lora Nafziger loracn@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-0732   
Karl Shelly   karlss@assemblymennonite.org 574-621-1037    
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Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to be a dynamic Christian community by together meeting God who draws us beyond ourselves 

into nurturing, sharing, and living the good news of God’s love as known in Jesus Christ. ~ Mission Statement, adopted June 1997 
 

As a reconciling faith community, Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to follow Jesus’ example by welcoming all who come our way, 
regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 
orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 

 

Andrea Moya is planning on leaving Goshen on Dec 10 to 

move back to Colombia. As a going away gift to the 

congregation she is sharing a music link 

(https://soundcloud.com/andrea-moya-91166/sets/cafe-

surtido-2015) that includes 14 songs she and her friends 

recorded in early Oct. She says, “Thank you for being my 

church family over the past five years! Feel free to email 

me at andreamoya1191@gmail.com.” 
 

 

A huge thank you to those who signed up for volunteer 

tasks for 2016!! We are only in need of 10 more volunteers 

for 1
st
 hour child care. Email Naomi at 

office@assemblymennonite.org to sign up. 
 

Six books are missing from your AMC Library: Praying 

the Psalms; Learning to walk in the dark; The Great 

Emergence - how Christianity is changing and why; The 

Heart of Christianity; and The naked Anabaptist. Please 

return as soon as possible. 
 

Anika Roth has a new job! She will be working in the 

personnel department at the Elkhart Community Schools.  

She would love to pass on her current, well-loved job to an 

Assemblyite.  Here are the details: 25hr/wk, Administrative 

Assistant, Goshen City Church of the Brethren. Duties 

include: office manager for pastors and staff.  Create 

bulletins, newsletters, Power Points. Pay bills, payroll.  

Manage calendars, edit directories, etc. Proficient with 

Microsoft Office, financial software. Competitive wages 

and benefit package. Send resume by Nov 30 to: 

 office@goshencitychurch.org. 
 

Due to recent problems with her e-mail provider, 

Byrdalene Horst is changing her e-mail address to 

byrdalene.horst@gmail.com.  
 

New Website Fun Fact: Interested in seeing how many 

small groups exist at Assembly? What their names are? 

Who is in them?  Click here and ask any regular attendee 

for the username and password. 
 

The Central District Conference Focus newsletter for 

Oct 2015 can be viewed in a PDF format by clicking here. 
 

 (repeat) Lynette Bauman is going through a difficult time 

in her cancer treatment right now.  She struggles with pain 

and low energy.  Please remember Leon and Lynette and 

their family in prayer. 
 

(repeat) We extend heartfelt sympathies to Keith Graber 

Miller and his family upon the death of his mother, Evelyn 

Louise Miller, on Wed, Nov 11, after a four-year journey 

with metastatic breast cancer.  
 

(repeat) Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Network-

Assembly will be hosting a number of times during 2016.  

If you would like to host, please consider signing up in the 

foyer or speak to Kim Kurtz for more details.  Phone:534-

3564 email: kim.m.kurtz@gmail.com 
 

(repeat) Phoebe Graber is now serving as Second Vice 

President of Central District Conference Mennonite 

Women. All Mennonite women are encouraged to join the 

Facebook Page “Central District Conference Mennonite 

Women” to share ideas and activities and stay informed 

about resources Mennonite Women USA creates to 

encourage and inspire this sisterhood network. 
 

(repeat) Small Group Cardinal is pleased to 

recommend Linford and Elaine Martin for covenanting 

with Assembly today Sun, Nov 22.  Please share your 

words of affirmation and counsel with Elaine and Linford. 
 

(repeat) As of the end of Oct with 83% of the year behind 

us, our offerings have totaled 73% of our budget. Our 

giving at the end of the year is typically strong. For the past 

5 years our giving at this point in the year has averaged 

76.5% of budget. Please keep this in mind as you consider 

your year-end giving. If any of you would like a reminder 

about how much you pledged for 2015, or how much 

you've donated so far, contact John Nafziger at 

treasurer@assemblymennonite.org 
 

 

 (repeat) The Goshen Community Chorale will be 

presenting its fall concert at 7:30pm on Sat, Nov 21, at 

College Mennonite Church.  The program will include a 

Bach cantata, to be accompanied by an instrumental 

ensemble, and a selection of music from Russian and 

Slavic countries of eastern Europe.  Bill Mateer directs the 

group, Jeff Martin will be a featured soloist and several 

other persons from Assembly will be participating. 
 

(repeat)Thank you to Assembly for your generous support 

of The Window. Between 5/5-9/8, 790.2lbs of food and 

hygiene products was donated. Your contribution makes it 

possible for us to assist many within our community. 
 

https://soundcloud.com/andrea-moya-91166/sets/cafe-surtido-2015
https://soundcloud.com/andrea-moya-91166/sets/cafe-surtido-2015
mailto:andreamoya1191@gmail.com
mailto:office@goshencitychurch.org
mailto:byrdalene.horst@gmail.com
http://www.assemblymennonite.org/assembly-101/small-groups/
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/8a6a876e06ce1862491b5a4d3/files/OctFocus2015Color_01.pdf
mailto:e-mail-kim.m.kurtz@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@assemblymennonite.org
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(repeat) A 30 yr old woman from Berkey Avenue 

Mennonite is looking for a room with reduced rent in 

exchange for child care and/or cleaning. All interested can 

contact Rich Meyer at 202-3920. 
 

community connections 
 

Expand your circle and gather with your neighbors in 

worship; Community Thanksgiving Eve worship 

service; Wed Nov 25, 7 pm, at Faith Lutheran Church; 406 

S 5th St., Goshen.  Come at 6 pm to be part of the 

community choir.  All are welcome. 
 

Beginning Nov 23 (the Mon prior to the first Sun in 

Advent) and culminating on Christmas Day, Goshen 

College students, faculty and staff will provide weekday 

reflections based on the upcoming lectionary Scripture 

passages, available online at www.goshen.edu/devotions, 

by daily email or via an RSS feed. Many writers will reflect 

on the Advent theme: “Freedom Bound,” taken 

from Leader magazine. 
 

Mennonite Mission Network has an immediate opening 

for a full time budget and finance manager in the Elkhart, 

IN office. Responsibilities include overseeing budget 

development and monitoring budget performance as well 

as managing internal financial reporting. The complete job 

description can be seen at www.MennoniteMission.net. 

Interested applicants may send a cover letter and resume 

to StaffRecruitment@MennoniteMission.net. 
 

Do you have gifts in accounting and book-keeping?  8th 

Street Mennonite Church is looking for a part-time 

administrative assistance for finance.  Contact Brenda 

Sawatzky-Paetkau for a job description at 

bpaetkau@8thStmennonite.org 
 

(repeat) Mennonite Coop Bookstore Member 

Appreciation and Thanksgiving Sale Nov 19, 20 & 21! All 

the books in the store will be 50% off for coop members 

and 40% off for non-members. Not a member yet? Join 

anytime for only $15/year. In addition there will be tables 

featuring $3 and $5 books. Other items in the store 

including fair trade chocolate and gift items will be 

discounted as well. Members-Only Sale: Thurs, Nov 19, 5-

8pm. General Sale: Fri, Nov 20, 9am-5pm and Sat, Nov 21, 

11am-3pm. The bookstore is located next to the AMBS 

library at 3003 Benham Avenue, Elkhart. 574.296.6251  
 

(repeat) First Mennonite Church, Fort Wayne, recently 

announced, “After much reflection, deliberation, and with 

mixed emotions, we announce the closure of First 

Mennonite Church here in Fort Wayne. Our congregation 

has been in existence and has faithfully served in this 

location from 1903 to 2015 for a total of 112 years.” Their 

final worship service will be Nov 22 at 10:30am. Those 

who have been connected over the years are invited to join 

this service. And we invite your congregations to be in 

prayer for First Mennonite, Fort Wayne, and for Peter 

Janzen who has been pastor there since 2005.  
 

(repeat) Come join Anabaptist Disabilities Network to 

celebrate the publication of their newest book, Circles of 

Love: Stories of congregations caring for people with 

disabilities and their families. The dinner will be at 6pm 

Thurs, Dec 3, at Pleasant View Mennonite Church, 58529 

County Road 23, Goshen, and will feature the story of the 

locally-renowned late artist, Chad Friesen, and ten of his 

God’s Eye Art paintings. Chad’s God’s Eye paintings will 

be available for purchase or auction.  The dinner is free, 

donations will be requested. RSVP to reserve your table or 

seats. Call 343-1362 or email adnet@adnetonline.org.  
 

(repeat) Zenebe Abebe, executing director for Mennonite 

Central Committee (MCC) Great lakes in Goshen, Ind., has 

announced to the Board of Directors that he plans to retire 

effective July 31, 2016. This will mark five years for 

Abebe serving in this role. To read more about the work 

Abebe had done, go tohttp://mcc.org/stories/mcc-great-

lakes-director-announces-retirement. A selection 

committee will be formalized in early 2016 to select a new 

executive director. 
 

(repeat) The EMU Presidential Search Committee seeks 

nominations and/or applications for the 9th President of 

Eastern Mennonite University. The new president is 

expected to assume office between July 1 and Dec 31, 

2016. Details at emu.ed/presidential-search. Applications 

to: SearchCommittee@MennoniteEducation.org 
 

(repeat) Mennonite Mission Network is currently 

seeking a highly organized and collaborative person to 

provide an in-office presence and administrative assistance 

for the International Ministries department.  The ideal 

person will serve in the Elkhart office to anchor the staff 

team characterized by frequent global travel and a remotely 

http://goshen.us5.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=67ac1d3cc13f8978b5bec2ed4&id=a5b41d3447&e=5c677e7d2c
http://goshen.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=67ac1d3cc13f8978b5bec2ed4&id=2cba69e67f&e=5c677e7d2c
http://www.mennonitemission.net/
mailto:StaffRecruitment@MennoniteMission.net
tel:574.296.6251
http://mennonite.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16065d8372b1ee2e247906b0f&id=5778c461c7&e=8ad54b1136
http://mennonite.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16065d8372b1ee2e247906b0f&id=5778c461c7&e=8ad54b1136
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located director. View the complete position description on 

our website at www.MennoniteMission.net. For 

consideration, send your resume to Linda Krueger 

at StaffRecruitment@MennoniteMission.net . 
 

(repeat) Rieth Chamber Series: Aureole Harp Trio Sat, 

Nov 21, 4pm, at Rieth Recital Hall (GC Music Center). $15 

general admission, available online at goshen.edu/tickets or 

by calling 535-7566. Aureole trio’s intoxicating blend of 

flute, viola and harp gives a deep satisfaction that increases 

with repetition. This radiant concert includes works by 

Ravel and Debussy, and is not to be missed! 
 

(repeat)The Nerd: Bethany Christian Schools A comic 

play by Larry Shue, on Fri, Sat, and Sun, Nov 20-22. Set in 

1979 in Terra Haute, Ind., The Nerd is a character-driven 

comedy suitable for all ages. Tickets may be reserved 

online (bethanycs.net/tickets) beginning Mon, Nov 2: $8 

for adults; $6 for students. Performances are at 7:30pm Fri 

and Sat and 3pm Sun. 
 

(repeat)Does sexualized violence concern you? If so, 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) U.S. invites you to 

participate in an online survey about this issue. Your 

answers to the open-ended questions will be used to guide 

MCC U.S. in its creation of trainings and resources for 

pastors and leaders in the faith community. Log on 

to mcc.org/wwso to complete the survey by the end of Dec. 
 

(repeat)Oaklawn is currently hiring for a variety of 

positions at the Mishawaka location, The Children's 

Campus. We are looking for dedicated individuals to work 

with children and adolescents on their road to recovery. 

Hiring range is $10.24-$12.29. Our programs are designed 

to help youth develop positive emotional and behavioral 

responses to everyday life. Apply online 

at www.oaklawn.org/jobs.  

 

http://www.mennonitemission.net/
mailto:StaffRecruitment@MennoniteMission.net
http://www.goshen.edu/tickets
http://www.bethanycs.net/tickets
http://mcc.org/learn/more/we-will-speak-out
http://mennonite.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16065d8372b1ee2e247906b0f&id=cb672e76eb&e=8ad54b1136

